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Saludos Everyone, 
 
APRIL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Thank you to all who attended the April General Meeting on Zoom.  
 
Our April 2nd meeting featured guests Alice Goodenough and Stephen Sterling. Both from the 
U.K., they share goals of transforming the dominant education paradigm toward experiential, 
participatory, environmentally and socially sustainable, holistic learning that acknowledges, 
incorporates and manifests our ecological, reciprocal relationship with others and the Earth. 
 
From the Countryside and Community Research Institute at the University of Gloucestershire, 
Alice Goodenough focuses on researching human and environmental relations and the benefits of 
being and learning in the outdoors. Her work with Good from Woods supports people in woodland 
activities, including arts, recreation, and social forestry. She’s also worked with Forest Schools that 
include social and emotional goals while using the natural environment to support learning. 
 
Alice’s work with Treescapes involved nature-led activities for a community of multi-generational 
learners. Other work with Woodland Trust involved service-learning type projects including tree-
planting and other environmental stewardship. Her involvement with Timber Girls focused on how 
heritage and experiential learning can inspire girls’ perception of forestry. The original Timber 
Girls goes back to World War I when female foresters were more involved with timber production, 
providing an important war-time contribution. Now, the program involves women teaching girls 
traditional forestry methods and helps to challenge their perceptions of gender views and norms. 
 
Alice’s work and presentation of ideas prompted several questions among meeting attendees. Her 
on-the-ground experience, teaching and research provided us with many ideas and inspiration for 
CINE’s Learning Parks, including ideas for the environments and activities in a Learning Park. 
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Our second guest, Dr. Stephen Sterling, Emeritus Professor of Sustainability Education at the 
Centre for Sustainable Futures, University of Plymouth, UK, has worked in environmental and 
sustainability education for over 40 years. As a prime thought leader in the field, he poses the BIG 
question:  "How should – and how can – education and learning be re-thought and re-configured to 
make a significant and central contribution to achieving a more sustainable and just world?" 
 
Stephen spoke to us about educating for the future we want - stressing the need for reflexivity and 
critical thinking. His extensive research and writing focuses on transformative and regenerative 
education as a social learning revolution with three key aspects: an awareness and intentioned un-
learning of habits and ideas that got us to the point of systemic crisis; a re-learning and reclaiming 
of approaches that are more sustainable and life-affirming; and new learning that has the potential 
to sustain human and natural systems wellbeing into the future. 
 
Stephen’s discussions prompted questions and further discussion from attendees, including: 
 

• How do we get there from here? 
• What is it to be educated? 
• What does he think of our Learning Park concepts? 

 
Stephen supports our Learning Park ideas and encourages us to work at connecting with people 
and partners at local levels. He added that before we think about what the educational system 
should look like, we need to know what’s wrong; ”Why we are where we are.” He believes in 
“fierce hope” to make this shift. 
 
In closing, several attendees added their own thoughts, such as: 
 

• The importance of communicating good success stories 
• We are part of the solution 
• Importance of involving kids with growing food and local food systems 
• Enabling learners (kids and adults) a way to converse to have more immediate action 
• Learning about how to deal with ‘power’ relationships 
• Helping the younger generation learn how to engage with the power in the world, to 

have an influence. 
 
 
  

“Deep questions are now being asked, more widely than ever before,  about 
education and about how far it’s contributing  – or not – towards making a 

liveable and sustainable future. Yet there is still  a long way to go to affect the 
kind of transformative and systemic changes that are urgently necessary.”   

-Stephen Sterling 
 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
John	Dewey	 
Experience	and	Education	 
NY:	Collier,	1963	pp.	20-49	 
Excerpted	by	Paul	Tatter	 

I	take	it	that	the	fundamental	unity	of	the	new	philosophy	is	found	in	the	idea	that	there	is	an	
intimate	and	necessary	relation	between	the	processes	of	actual	experience	and	education....		
I	assume	that	amid	all	uncertainties	there	is	one	permanent	frame	of	reference:	namely,	the	
organic	connection	between	education	and	personal	experience....	 

The	belief	that	all	genuine	education	comes	about	through	experience	does	not	mean	that	all	
experiences	are	genuinely	or	equally	educative.		Experience	and	education	cannot	be	directly	
equated	to	each	other,	for	some	experiences	are	mis-educative.		Any	experience	is	mis-
educative	that	has	the	effect	of	arresting	or	distorting	the	growth	of	further	experience....	 

It	is	not	enough	to	insist	upon	the	necessity	of	experience,	nor	even	of	activity	in	experience.	
Everything	depends	upon	the	quality	of	the	experience	which	is	had....Hence	the	central	
problem	of	an	education	based	upon	experience	is	to	select	the		kind	of	present	experiences	
that	live	fruitfully	and	creatively	in	subsequent	experiences....	 

I	have	already	mentioned	what	I	called	the	category	of	continuity,	or	the	experiential	
continuum.		This	principle	is	involved,	as	I	pointed	out,	in	every	attempt	to	discriminate	
between	experiences	that	are	worth	while	educationally	and	those	that	are	not....At	bottom,	
this	principle	rests	upon	the	fact	of	habit,	when	habit	is		interpreted	biologically.		The	basic	
character	of	habit	is	that	every	experience	enacted	and	undergone	modifies	the	one	who	acts	
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and	undergoes,	while	this	modification	affects,	whether	we	wish	it	or	not,	the	quality	of	
subsequent	experiences.		For	it	is	a	somewhat	different	person	who	enters	into	them....	 

But	there	is	another	aspect	of	the	matter.		Experience	does	not	go	on	simply	inside	a	
person.		It	does	go	on	there,	for	it	influences	the	formation	of	attitudes	of	desire	and		
purpose.		But	this	is	not	the	whole	of	the	story.		Every	genuine	experience	has	an	active	side	
which	changes	in	some	degree	the	objective	conditions	under	which	experiences	are	had....		

A	primary	responsibility	of	educators	is	that	they	not	only	be	aware	of	the	general	principle	of	
the	shaping	of	actual	experience	by	environing	conditions,	but	that	they	also	recognize	in	the	
concrete	what	surroundings	are	conducive	to	having	experiences	that	lead	to	growth.		Above	
all,	they	should	know	how	to	utilize	the	surroundings,	physical	and	social,	that	exist	so	as	to	
extract	from	them	all	that	they	have	to	contribute	to	building	up	experiences	that	are	worth	
while....	 

An	experience	is	always	what	it	is	because	of	a	transaction	taking	place	between	
an	individual	and	what,	at	the	time,	constitutes	his	environment....	

We	often	see	persons	who	have	had	little	schooling	and	in	whose	case	the	absence	of	set	
schooling	proves	to	be	a	positive	asset.	They	have	at	least	retained	their	native		common	
sense	and	power	of	judgment,	and	its	exercise	in	the	actual	conditions	of		living	has	given	
them	the	precious	gift	of	ability	to	learn	from	the	experiences	they		have.	What	avail	is	it	to	
win	prescribed	amounts	of	information	about	geography	and	history,	to	win	ability	to	read	
and	write,	if	in	the	process	the	individual	loses	his	own	soul:	loses	his	appreciation	of	things	
worth	while,	of	the	values	to	which	these	things	are	relative;	...and,	above	all,	loses	the	ability	
to	extract	meaning	from	his	future	experiences	as	they	occur?	 

 
  



 
  

Loris Malaguzzi , founder of the Reggio Emilia Approach, invited David Hawkins to speak 
in Italy.  David’s note about “changing schools” applies to CINE’s goals, perspectives, and 
mutualism.  Following is a photocopy of David's typescript with his handwritten note. 



 
    



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPORT THE CORRALES INSTITUTE FOR NEW EDUCATION 
CINE requests your financial support to take its next steps toward realizing a new education in a new 
place  
of learning. CINE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All contributions are tax-exempt and will be  
welcome. We will return a letter that you may use for tax purposes. You may donate via PayPal from 
our  
website. You may request wiring instructions to CINE's bank account, or address checks to: Corrales  
Institute for New Education, P.O. Box 1148, Corrales, NM 87048. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends: If you think you might join us in person in Corrales for part or all of our August 
Meeting, please let us know as soon as possible.  It's better for us to plan for too many people 
than for too few. 
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